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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ET 

SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT REVEALS NINE ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPTS MADE AGAINST PMAC CHAIRMAN SINCE SEPT 1976 

SUMMARY: ETHIOPIAN MEDIA REPORTED JUNE 28 NINE ALLEGED ATTEMPTS 
TO ASSASSINATE PROVISIONAL MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
(PMAC OR DIRG) CHAIRMAN LT. COL. MENGISTU HAILE-MARIAM. REPORTS 
AVOIDED ANY ACCUSATIONS OE U.S., CIA AND OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES 
AND WAS CAST IN TERMS OF INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLE TO OUST MENGISTU. 
ERANKENESS OE ANNOUNCEMENT MAY BE ONE EACET OE EEFORT TO GAIN 
GREATER POPULAR SUPPORT EOR MENGISTU AND ALSO SERVE AS WARNING 
TO POTENTIAL PLOTTERS THAT ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS WILL PROVE 
ERUITLESS. END SUMMARY. 
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1. ETHIOPIANS WERE ALERTED DURING MID-DAY NEWS BROAD- 
CASTS JUNE 28 THAT MEDIA WOULD REVEAL THAT EVENING NINE 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS MADE AGAINST DIRG CHAIRMAN MENGISTU. 
REVELATIONS OE ACTUAL ATTEMPTS CONEIRMED GENERALLY TO 
INEORMATION PREVIOUSLY AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY, BUT ALSO 
INCLUDED UNEXECUTED "PLOTS" TO KILL MENGISTU, WHICH 
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COUNTED AMONG NINE ATTEMPTS. 

2. MOST PROMINENT EEEORT AGAINST MENGISTU, THAT OE SEPT 
1976, WAS CALCULATED AS 5 ATTEMPTS (4 PLOTS AND ONE ACTUAL 
TRY). NEW DETAILS ABOUT SEPT INCIDENT PROVIDED BY MEDIA 
WERE: 4 VEHICLES INVOLVED IN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT; 

4TH ARMY DIVISION GATES (WHICH ARE WITHIN 200 METERS OE 
ASSASSINATION SITE) WERE KEPT CLOSED TO MENGISTU'S LAND- 
ROVER THAT NIGHT AND HAD TO BE SMASHED IN; COL. ATNAFU 
ABATE (FORMER DIRG VICE-CHAIRMAN) AND HIS PARTY LETT 
DIRG HQS. WITH MENGISTU GROUP THAT EVENING, BUT PARKED 
NEAR GHANDI HOSPITAL (HALE MILE FROM SITE) WHILE SHOOTING 
OCCURRED, AND DID NOT RELEASE FORMER'S ARMED SECURITY 
DETAIL TO AID MENGISTU AGAINST ASSASSINS; AND EINALLY, 
ATNAFU'S MEN DID NOT ATTEMPT TO APPREHEND ASSASSINS WHO 
ESCAPED PAST HOSPITAL. 

3. OTHER 4 ATTEMPTS REVEALED BY MEDIA ALLEGEDLY WERE 
PLANNED TO OCCUR AT IDEOLOGY SCHOOL GRADUATION, HOLETA 
MILITARY TRAINING CENTER GRADUATION, NEAR INDIAN EMBASSY, 
AND NEAR AIRPORT ON BOLE ROAD (NO DATES WERE GIVEN). 
HOWEVER, NONE OE THESE REACHED ERUITION BECAUSE OE EORE- 
KNOWLEDGE BY SECURITY EORCES. EEFORT WAS MADE TO DIS- 
CREDIT ONCE AGAIN EORMER DIRG MEMBERS, CAPT. ALEMAYEHU 
HAILE AND CAPT. MOGES WOLDE-MICHAEL, WHO WERE EXECUTED 
WITH B. GEN. TEEERI BANTE IN FEBRUARY 1977. THEY WERE 
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ACCUSED OE ORGANIZING 4 EPRP OPERATIVES, INCLUDING KNOWN 
EPRP LEADER DR. TESEAYE DEBESSAY (KILLED IN MARCH 1977) 

TO ASSASSINATE MENGISTU. 

4. ANNOUNCEMENT ALSO REVEALED NAMES OE 19 ASSASSINS WHO 
HAD BEEN ELIMINATED ALREADY, INCLUDING NUMBER OE ACTUAL 
EPRP MEMBERS, AND NAMES OE 3 "PAID ASSASSINS" WHO ARE 
BEING HELD EOR "TRIAL", INCLUDING ONE ELF MEMBER. ONE 

OE 19 PLOTTERS WHO ELIMINATED WAS EORMER DIRG MEMBER, 
CAPT. AMHA ABEBE. 
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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 2 OE 2 ADDIS ABABA 2886 

5. DETAILED REVELATIONS OF PAST HISTORY OF ATTEMPTS ON 
MENGISTU'S LIEE FOLLOWING CLOSELY ON FULL DISCLOSURE OE 
DIRG NEGOTIATION EFEORTS WITH ERITREAN SECESSIONISTS, 

SEEM SOMEWHAT PECULIAR. FACTS PRESENTED IN MEDIA APPEAR 
ACCURATE EVEN THOUGH ALEMAYEHU AND MOGES' ASSOCIATION 
WITH EPRP SLIGHTLY QUESTIONABLE. IT IS ALSO SOMEWHAT 
SURPRISING THAT NO WESTERN COUNTRIES ARE IMPLICATED IN 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS, DESPITE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST U.S. 

AND CIA WHICH SURFACED PREVIOUSLY AT TIME OF SEPTEMBER 
1976 ATTEMPT ON MENGISTU. ENTIRE ACCOUNT WAS ALMOST 
FREE OF IDEOLOGICAL RHETORIC AND WAS CAST MORE IN TERMS 
OF INTERNAL SECURITY PROBLEM AND EFFORT TO OVERTHROW 
MENGISTU AS PILLAR OP THE REVOLUTION. 
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6. SOME DIPLOMATS (SUDANESE AND EGYPTIANS) HAVE SPECU- 
LATED TO US THAT MENGISTU IS LAYING FOUNDATION FOR FURTHER 
PURGES WITHIN THE DIRG AND BUILDING UP TO HIS OWN INSTALLA- 
TION AS PRESIDENT OF REPUBLIC, WHICH WOULD INCLUDE BEING 
HEAD OF A SINGLE NATIONAL PARTY. HOWEEVER, IT IS DOUBTPUL 
ANY PURGES WILL OCCUR BEFORE SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARY OF 
REVOLUTION OR THAT NATIONAL PARTY COULD BE FORMED BY 
THEN. REVELATIONS MAY ONLY BE PART OF EFFORT TO BOLSTER 
POPULAR SUPPORT FOR MENGISTU PRIOR TO MAJOR CAMPAIGN IN 
ERITREA AND DETERIORATING ECONOMIC SITUATION IN ADDIS 
ABABA AND COUNTRYSIDE. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


7. IT IS CURIOUS THAT REVELATIONS OCCUR AT SAME TIME 
THAT HEADS OF STATE OF BOTH YEMENS JUST ACROSS RED SEA 
HAVE MET VIOLENT DEATHS ANND COULD BE SUBTLE MESSAGE TO 
PLOTTERS THAT MENGISTU IS TOUGH NUT TO OVERTHROW. IT IS 
ALSO PLEASANT TO NOTE THAT ETHIOPIANS DID NOT USE OCCASION TO 
LAMBASTE U.S. AND CIA, WHICH HAVE BEEN FALSELY ACCUSED MANY 
TIMES IN PAST FOR COLLABORATING WITH MENGISTU'S INTERNAL 
ENEMIES. IN SUM, PUBLIC REVELATIONS ABOUT ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPTS ARE PUZZLING. 
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